JUSTICE

FOR ALL

Impact
Report

Over the past
few months,
our team has
been exploring
the value of
using social
media for
conversations
about abortion.
We've
gathered
regularly to
share stories,
to pray, and to
evaluate
different ideas
for starting
conversations.
When Kaitlyn
shared the
story featured
in this Impact
Report, we
were all
spellbound.
While we all
long to return
to face-to-face
conversations
at outreach, it
appears that
there are ways
in which social
media can
open doors for
conversation
not likely to
come about in
person.

- Steve
Wagner,
Executive
Director
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Nail Party Evangelism

From the very beginning, JFA has stretched my
comfort zone. When COVID-19 forced us to cancel
many of our spring outreach events and the leadership
team announced that we were going to focus for the time
being on using social media to have conversations about
abortion, I knew that my comfort zone was going to be
stretched yet again. Thankfully, our team has spent time
praying together and encouraging each other as we have
tackled this difficult project.

I have never used any form of social media. It
intimidates me. Nevertheless, I started an Instagram
account in the hope that I might be able to use it to start
conversations with pro-choice people. I followed a couple
of pro-life pages and began reading through the
comments on their posts. I was intimidated by the many
nasty comments from both pro-life and pro-choice
people. I was determined to at least try to have a
conversation, though, so I sent a direct message to every
pro-choice person 1 saw regardless of whether their
comments were nasty or not.

To my surprise, even the individuals who had left
particularly offensive comments were generally open to
dialogue when I engaged them in a respectful and friendly
way. Within mere hours of starting an Instagram account,
I was talking with a pro-choice girl. She shared with me
her story and some of the difficult experiences that have
shaped her views on this issue and other issues. We talked
about the problem of pain, worldviews, and the gospel.
Through this and other conversations, I was amazed and
excited to discover that it is possible to have meaningful
dialogue over Instagram.

I never would have thought that social media could
become a platform for dialogue, much less that it might
open doors for impact that in-person events never could.

I was having a conversation with another young
woman on Instagram. She was very pro-choice. We
talked about abortion for awhile and eventually began
talking about faith. She shared her belief that the world is
a simulation: We are characters in some more powerful
being’s video game. We don’t have free will. Our every
movement is determined by that other being.

I believe that different religious perspectives are
worth discussing for their own sake, but I also believe that
our religious perspective often becomes the foundation
upon which all of our other beliefs are built. If someone
believes that no one has free will, that we are just
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picturejusticeforall If the unborn is growing, it must
be alive. And since it has human parents it must be
human. And the unborn’s living cells are integrated
and functioning together as a whole organism. At
what point do you say a living human organism
begins to have the right to life? Photo credit
(@knowing_greater_love). #unborn #growing #human
#integrated #organism #embryology #prolife
#prochoice #abortion #life #humanrights #art
#conversationstarters #yourlifematters #artoflife
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One of JFA's Instagram posts,
above, drew the comment below
and led to a conversation. Follow

JFA (@picturejusticeforall) to help
us start more conversations.
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Supreme Court, legal personhood is to
start at birth. The moment it is born, it
has been granted its protected human
rights. Even if the court were to treat the
fetus as a legal person, abortion would
still be legal simply because no person
has the right to use someone else’s body
for their survival. | am no one’s incubator.
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@samanthajane_82 Can we agree
that a woman'’s right to her body is
a fundamental right and not a right
that only comes into existence
when it is granted/respected by the
state? If so, isn't the truth about
how we should treat women more
important than what SCOTUS or
POTUS or any other body of
government says about it?
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Nail Party Evangelism (Continued)

characters in a video game, it is likely that their pro-choice perspective flows from that belief and thus we
must challenge that underlying belief system.

We talked for a while on Instagram direct message about her beliefs. After a while, she asked me what
I believed, and I shared with her about my faith in Christ. But there are ways in which discussing these
kinds of topics over direct message can be difficult, tedious, and frustrating. One has to type everything
out, wait sometimes hours for a response only to be confused by the response, ask a question to clarify,
then wait again.

Instagram has a video call option, so I asked her if she would be interested in doing a video call so
that we could dive deeper into our discussion of our different worldviews. She said yes, and we picked a
time that worked for both of us.

When I called, she answered and said that she had forgotten we were going to talk and that she and
her friends were doing their nails. I said that we could definitely wait until a better time, but she insisted
that we talk then. I expected a one-on-one conversation but what I got was a group conversation as her
friends chimed in with their perspectives.

I asked more questions about their worldviews, and they asked questions about mine. I shared about
my journey of coming to faith in Christ and some of the evidence for the resurrection of Jesus that I find
to be convincing.

We talked for about an hour. When the conversation was over, I felt deeply disappointed. It wasn’t
what I had hoped for. I had planned to have a one-on-one conversation. I had planned to dive seriously
into our worldviews. Instead, I ended up in a group conversation that was too casual, lighthearted, and
chaotic to allow us to focus in a serious way on the important topics I had come to discuss.

As much as I was disappointed by it, I believe that God had a plan. I intended to share the gospel
with just one person and ended up sharing it with six different people all at once.

It also amazes me to think that a total stranger with a very different worldview than mine would invite
me to “join” a party with her friends, share my perspective, and have a conversation. I didn’t think social
media had any potential for impact let alone that it might allow me to accomplish something I couldn’t
have done in person. I want to invite you to join us and try to have conversations on social media. You
might be surprised by what God does through you.

- Kaitlyn Donibue, [EA Trainer

CONVERSATIONS Get Equipped to Create Conversations!

i~ & HOURS We've recently added new “7 Conversations in 7 Hours” interactive
online workshops to our calendar. Get all of the details at
www. jfaweb.org/7 and www.jfaweb.org/calendar.

JUSTIGE
Join Us for "Encouragement for Conversations”

We've just launched a brand-new program to support and encourage
IWDURIN DM you as you seek to create conversations on social media and in
JFAWEB.ORG/7 everyday life. JFA's experienced dialogue mentors host a video
* conference call every Thursday at 3 PM Central to allow you and
other like-minded pro-life advocates to share stories, pray, and learn
new ways to start conversations. Join us once, occasionally, or every week! Go to
www. jfaweb.org/register and select “"Encouragement for Conversations.”
www.jfaweb.org
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Dear Friend of JFA,

JFAvolunteers often say that gathering the courage to show up to a JFA outreach event is the
hardest part of their JFA training experience. For those who are willing, though, starting that
first conversation can be the most important step in learning to dialogue. God seems to enjoy
using that willing step of a fearful participant to create beautiful things from their conversations.

After COVID-19 changed our outreach plans for the spring, JFA's trainers were put back in
the shoes of new volunteers as they focused on a new, intimidating form of outreach: creating
conversations via social media.

Having little social media experience, JFA trainer Kaitlyn Donihue was not looking forward to
online dialogue. Indeed, many on our team were disappointed with the prospect of exchanging
productive in-person conversations for social media “equivalents” we predicted would be
inferior in just about every way. Kaitlyn was willing, though, and like each of our new outreach
volunteers, she initiated one conversation at a time and trusted God for the rest.

Recently Kaitlyn shared a story from a social media conversation that amazed our whole
team (see “Nail Party Evangelism,” enclosed, or see www.jfaweb.org/july-2020). Despite
Kaitlyn's fear and discomfort, God used Kaitlyn's openness to create something surprising and
beautiful. Are you willing to take the same step in hope of experiencing God’s work through
you? See below to register for online workshops and our brand new “Encouragement for
Conversations” program!

Steve Wagner
Executive Director
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“Having been in the pro-life movement “7 Conversations in 7 Hours”
since 1980, this training is nothing like 7/20-8/31: Mondays, 8-9 PM Central
I've ever experienced. At our local 7/22-9/2: Wednesdays, 10-11 AM Central
[pregnancy] center, we are making it Makeups to be scheduled soon!
essential for our Client Advocates (in
addition to their regular training).” “Encouragement for Conversations”
— Mike Brady, Reflecting on JFA’s Thursdays at 3 PM Central
“7 Conversations in 7 Hours”
Online Workshop Series Register: www.jfaweb.org/register
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