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Tony was struggling. He felt there was some-
thing wrong with the idea of abortion, but he «
didn’t know exactly what it was. I met him
during our outreach event at Oklahoma State
University last month. He explained it to me
like this:

Tony: I feel little empathy for the
unborn compared to other children. = %
Maybe that’s a failure on my part. v
They can’t feel pain yet. They don’t
look human.

I think Tony recognized a key aspect to
abortion that exists in all our hearts, pro-
choice and pro-life people alike. It is hard to
empathize with children killed by abortion
because they are so different from us, and
because our culture dehumanizes them com-

pletely. %

I explained to Tony that the solution begins ;‘
by recognizing that this dehumanization is
taking place. And maybe, just like in the past,
our lack of empathy, left unchecked, is what

is allowing a large-scale injustice to proceed
unimpeded.

By the end of our conversation, Tony had grasped the connec-
tion:

Tony: The more I'm listening to you I see what you're
saying. Anyone who’s gotten an abortion has to dis-
connect [from] the humanity of the unborn. I guess
that’s how all injustice happens: you remove the hu-
manity and just do whatever you want. You treat peo-
ple like objects.

Jeremy: I totally agree. You dehumanize a group of
human beings, and then it’s more acceptable to kill
them.
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Tony: Yeah, that’s right.

Jeremy: And it is easy to dehumanize the unborn for

a variety of reasons.
Tony: Yes, there are lots of reasons. You can’t see
them, they’re not right there in front of you, especially

early on. It’s really easy. I can see that now.

Once Tony recognized that he was dehumanizing the unborn,
he agreed that we should all do something to stop abortion.

Tony’s realization was similar to the one I had a few years ago
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