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While in Georgia, I had an amazing conversation with a young 

man who approached the exhibit.  We agreed that abortion should 

not be legal in the last two trimesters and should not be done for just 

any reason.  He said that a good reason to have an abortion would be 

if the unborn was diagnosed with a disability.  With permission, I 

shared with him the story of a baby with spina bifida who had 

received surgery in utero to fix part of the baby’s spine.  In the corner 

of my eye, I saw a lady in a wheelchair coming down the sidewalk in 

our direction.  I kid you not ― as we were talking, this woman 

approached us and interrupted our conversation.  She passionately 

shared that she had spina bifida and was afraid for unborn babies with 

that diagnosis.  Many of them are aborted.  She said, “Never let 

disability be the reason you have an abortion.  Never.  We can have 

good lives too.”  The young man listened in awe as the woman told 

her story.  He left an hour later saying he had a lot to think about. 

          - JFA Intern Susanna Buckley 

I met Sharon at the University of Oklahoma (OU).  She 
thought there should be no legal restrictions on abortion 
even though she personally believes the unborn are human 
and abortion is wrong.  She said it is situational, and even she 
may end up in a situation later in life where she would choose 
abortion, so she doesn’t want to take away the right from 
others who may be in tough situations. 

I proceeded to “trot out the toddler” [learn more at 

www.jfaweb.org/tott] and tried to convince her that there are 

no situations that justify killing innocent human beings.  We 

talked about this for a while, and at the end of the 
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conversation she said: 

“This is a very eye-opening conversation.  I like this.  I see people on our campus all the time with signs I 

disagree with, and I pre-judge them and don’t speak with them.  And then I don’t have the opportunity to have 

conversations like this, where it really makes you question things and think about your own moral judgements.”   

          - JFA Trainer Jeremy Gorr 

“Zoey” shared that she would never choose to have an abortion but that abortion should be legal because 

women need to be given the right to choose.   As I asked questions about what she believed, I discovered she 

didn’t have confidence that the unborn was biologically human 

at conception.  Throughout the conversation she asked me a 

lot of questions about the things that didn’t seem convincing 

to her.  After that part of the conversation she agreed that the 

unborn was biologically human from conception.   

We then discussed whether or not those human beings 

deserved equal treatment.  I used the Equal Rights Argument 

just as we teach it in the JFA seminar [learn more at 

www.jfaweb.org/equal-rights].  After that discussion, she 

agreed that abortion should not be legal for any reason 

throughout the entire pregnancy.  Of course, it was a joy to 

witness the fruits of our conversation, but it was the end of the 

conversation that surprised me: 

Zoey:  Wow, I’m excited to finally have the same 

opinion as my family!   

Becca:  I’m excited for you too.  Are a lot of your 

family members pro-life? 

Zoey:  Yes, they are all pro-life, and I’ve been the one who has the “different” ideas.  My aunt and my 

grandma have tried to talk to me about this but it never goes well.  You and I had differing 

opinions but I felt safe asking you the questions that I had because you didn’t get mad at me.  This 

conversation was different because you helped me process through the information to help me 

understand your position. 

What a surprise it was to find that Zoey actually wanted to have the same opinion as her family and that it was 

a relief to her that she could now honestly hold the same view her family held.  This conversation was a reminder 

that I can’t conclude that someone is close-minded just because she holds a view that is different from mine.   

          - JFA Trainer Rebecca Haschke 
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