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Pro-Life Ambassadors


Pro-Life Ambassadors

CONSTITUTION
Oklahoma University (OU), Norman, OK
Article I. Name of Organization 

Pro-Life Ambassadors: Exists to promote, through education, justice and the right to life for the unborn, the disabled, the infirm, the aged, and all vulnerable people.  It is the intent of this organization to abide by pertinent State and University regulations. 

Article II.  Purpose 

The purpose of Pro-Life Ambassadors is to educate our campus and membership on all bio-ethical issues, and to help women and men in crisis pregnancies find support services for themselves and for their unborn children.  

Article III.  Membership Requirements
Section A.  Membership for Pro-Life Ambassadors shall be divided into Active and Associate members.  Active membership shall include only registered students, including graduate students and the faculty advisor.  
1. Only active members may participate in meetings, be elected to office, vote, and debate or represent the organization.  
a. Active members must annually sign a Membership Agreement in order to be elected to office, vote, and debate or represent Pro-Life Ambassadors, the campus organization.  PLA’s membership agreement shall include these statements:
(1) I condemn abortion-related violence in all forms.
(2) During organizational activities, I will never intentionally engage in or encourage unlawful behavior.
(3) During organizational activities, I will always treat people with respect, even if they are angry and/or verbally abusive.
(4) I am committed to this organization’s use of graphic abortion video and still photographs where appropriate and to the extent necessary to change hearts and to save the lives of unborn children.
(5) I believe that abortion should be illegal in all circumstances, except to save the life of the mother.

2. Associate members shall include faculty and staff.
a. Associate members must sign a Membership Agreement in order to be an associate member.
b. Associate members may attend meetings, but they shall not participate in the operation of the organization.
Section B.  Membership in, association with, and benefits emanating from Pro-Life Ambassadors and its related activities shall be based upon such considerations as performance, educational achievement, and other criteria related to the goals of the organization and purposes of the activities. Judgments in this regard based solely on an individual’s race, color, religion, national origin, age, gender, sexual orientation, disability, veteran status or marital status are not judgments based on such considerations. 
a. We reject the “political belief” part of the non-discrimination clause do to the nature of our club (see Section A.1.a.(5)). We believe this is a constitutionally mandated instances where Pro-Life Ambassadors must be allowed to discriminate based on the above criteria. The very nature of the Pro-Life Ambassadors is dependent on political belief.
Section C.  Further, the purpose of the organization must be consistent with public policy as established by prevailing University Community standards. 

Section D.This organization or any of its members shall not conspire to commit any act which causes or is likely to cause, bodily danger or physical or emotional harm to any member of the campus community. 
Section E.  The officers of the organization shall set dues, if any, by the first meeting of fall quarter.

Section F  Pro-Life Ambassadors shall have as an adviser a full-time member of the University faculty or staff.

Section G. “Pro-Life Ambassadors” is subject to Local, State, and Federal Laws.
Article IV. Officers/’Elections
Section A.  Officers must have at least a 2.0 OU cumulative GPA at the time of nomination and election, and must maintain at least a 2.0 GPA while in office. 

Section B.  Only Active Members shall hold officer positions.  There shall be three officers in Pro-Life Ambassadors:  President, Vice President, and Secretary/Treasurer.

1. President: 

a. The President shall have general supervision, direction and control of the conduct and officers of the organization.  
b. He shall be ex officio a member of all the standing committees, and shall have such other powers and duties as may be prescribed by the Active Members or the By-Laws.  
c. He shall preside over all meetings of the members.

2. Vice President:
a. The Vice-President shall preside over all meetings of the members at which the President is unable to attend.  
b. He shall have such other powers and duties as may be prescribed by the Active Members or the By-Laws.

3. Secretary/Treasurer: Shall fill out a year-end-report for submission to the Office of Student Life within two weeks after elections.  
a. The Secretary shall keep, or cause to be kept, a book of minutes of all meetings of the members, with the time and place of holding, whether regular or special, and if special, how authorized, the notice thereof given, the names of those present or represented at meetings of  and the proceedings thereof.
b. The Secretary shall keep, or cause to be kept, a membership list, showing the names of the members, their addresses, their phone numbers, the date of membership, a copy of the signed membership agreements, whether a member is a Active Member or Associate Member or Honorary Member, and the date of suspension, termination or resignation of any member. 
c. The Secretary shall keep or cause to be kept an accurate record of active members, including names, physical addresses, email addresses (if any) and phone numbers (if any).
d. The Secretary shall keep or cause to be kept an accurate record of each meeting, whether regular or special.
e. The Secretary shall keep or cause to be kept an accurate accounting of the finances of the club.
f. The Treasurer shall keep and maintain or cause to be kept and maintained, adequate and correct accounts of the properties and business transactions of the organization.  The books of account shall at all reasonable times be open to inspection by any member and the adviser.
g. All funds must be administered within OU policies and procedures.
Section C. Election of Officers
1. The officers of the organization shall be elected annually by the Active Members.  The officer election shall be held at the last meeting of the academic year.  If the election does not occur at that time, it shall be held as soon thereafter as possible.

2. The following procedures shall be followed when electing officers:
a. Nomination of candidates;
b. Statements by and on behalf of candidates;
c. Vote on candidates.

3. A President shall be elected first, followed by a Vice-President, followed by a Secretary/Treasurer.
4. A candidate must receive over 50% of the votes cast in order to be elected.  If no candidate receives over 50% of the votes cast, then the two (2) candidates who received the most number of votes shall run against each other, and the winner of that vote will be elected to the officer position.
5. Nominations for officer positions shall be made at the meeting at which the election occurs.  Any Active Member can make nominations.
6. Voting shall occur by secret ballot and shall be counted by two Active Members, neither of whom seeks to hold office in the coming year.
7. The term of office begins at the first meeting after the election.  Each officer shall hold office until he shall resign, be removed, or be otherwise disqualified to serve.
8. A vacancy in any office because of death, resignation, removal, disqualification, or any other cause shall be filled by a majority vote of the Active Members.
9. Any officer may be removed by a two-thirds (2/3) majority of the Active Members at the time of any regular or special meeting of the members.

Article V.  Meetings

Section A.  Roberts Rules of Order shall be referred to for all parliamentary procedures not covered by these bylaws.
Section B. Meeting schedule

1. Regular meetings shall occur at least every (4) weeks during the school year, except during the summer.  The organization, by resolution of its Officers, may schedule regular meetings more often. 
2. Notice of the meeting place, time, and dates shall be given to all Active Members by the Secretary.
3. Special meetings may be called by the President or by the Vice-President.  Notice shall be given to all Active Members at least five (5) days in advance and shall specify the meeting place, the date, the time, and the general purpose of the meeting.
4. Special meetings of the Active Members may be called by the President or by the Executive Board.  Notice shall be given to all members at least five (5) days in advance and shall specify the meeting place, the date, the time, and the general purpose of the meeting.
5. Active Members as of the date on which the meeting is held shall be entitled to vote.  Such vote may be viva voce or by ballot; provided, however, that all elections for officers shall be by secret ballot as provided in Article III of these By-Laws.  Each Active Member shall have one (1) vote on all matters before the Active Members.
6. A quorum consisting of two-thirds (2/3) of the Active Membership shall be required for voting. 
7. Any Active Member may act as a proxy of another Active Member, provided that the proxy be written and delivered to the Secretary prior to the proxy voting.  The proxy is effective only until adjournment of the meeting, or until the arrival of the Active Member who granted the proxy, whichever comes first.  No Active Member may carry more than one proxy. 

Article VI. Committees

Section A. There will be no standing committees at the inception of the Pro-Life Ambassadors club. Special committees may be formed under the guidelines listed in Section B of this article. 

Section B. Development of a special committee may take place during a regular meeting at the suggestion of an officer of the club. Procedure is as follows:


1. Move to create committee by officer of club.


2. Seconded by any active member of club.


3. A majority vote by present, Active Members will carry the motion.

Article VII.  Affiliations

No affiliations.
Article VIII.  Financial Matters
Section A.  Funds must be administered through the Office of Student life within OU policies and procedures.
Section B.  The organization shall not incur debt in any greater amount than the value of the assets of the organization.
Article X.  Constitutional Amendments 

Section A. By-Laws shall be amended by the following procedure

1. Proposed in writing and read at a general meeting of the Active membership;

2. Brought up for a vote at the next general meeting.

3. A majority vote of the Active Members is necessary to change the By-Laws.

4. Amendments must be approved by the Office of Student Life before becoming effective. 
Article XI. Conflict 

Section A.  These bylaws shall be in accordance with the OU Student Life Bylaws and Codes, and the policies of the University. 
1.  Pro-Life Ambassadors is subject to Local, State, and Federal Laws.
Section B.  Dissolution of the organization shall only occur with a unanimous vote of the Active Members.
1. Upon dissolution, the assets of the organization shall be used to pay off any debt of the organization.  
2. If, after paying off debt, assets remain, such assets shall be distributed to 501(c)(3) tax exempt organizations dedicated to pro-life education.  
3. The adviser(s) of the organization shall approve such disbursements, but said approval does not subject the adviser(s) to liability for the organization’s debt.

