
ON AUG. 22 THE RESPECT LIFE
Commission for the Diocese of Sali-
na hosted our annual Respect Life
Conference. Diocesan directors
Jaclyn and Eric Brown put together
an excellent group of speakers, and
the information shared was thought-
provoking, insightful and significant.  

The lead speaker, Stephen Wagn-
er of Justice For All, focused on how
we can better engage those with
whom we disagree about life issues,
especially abortion. Instead of caus-
tic shouting matches that inevitably
fail to move hearts or change minds,
we were actually led through practi-
cal exercises in how we can share the
truth about the inherent dignity of
human life in a way that is respectful
and worthy of our Christian voca-
tion, and at the same time prophetic.  

We were reminded that all of us
who recognize the image of God in
every human being must take part in
the public discussion. Without being
abrasive or condemning, each of us
must use our voice to speak up — in
our friendships, our families, and our
communities — to give a loving and
thoughtful witness to human life.

As I drove home from the confer-
ence I reflected upon the fact that
most of us need a day like that now
and then to be reminded of how cru-
cial this issue is. Indeed, one of our
speakers noted that most Americans
really are not pro-abortion. Rather,
most Americans are actually
ambivalent about abortion. Most
Americans don’t want to think about
it, and the pro-abortion movement

in the U.S. has been exceptionally
clever in keeping it out of sight and
out of mind. The less people think
about it the more socially acceptable
— if not ignored — it becomes.  

IF I COULD USE A SAD ANALOGY, it’s
as though abortion has become our
culture’s “dirty family secret.” We all
know about it, we don’t talk about it,
and while we regret it, we would pre-
fer that no one bring it up in public or
in any way make us look at it. In so
doing, abortion becomes culturally
and quietly all the more acceptable,
while the inherent dignity of life dete-
riorates in life issues across the board.

But the stakes are simply too high.
One abortion is too many; but over a
million abortions a year is an almost
unfathomable holocaust. And while
abortion has a central role in the pro-
life arena, as noted earlier, the issues
actually extend well beyond the
death of an infant and the damage
resulting for the child’s mother flow-
ing from abortion. The dignity of life
is increasingly eroded in many areas
of our culture. In “The Gospel of
Life” (18) we read, “Today, when
human rights are proudly proclaimed
and the value of life itself given pub-
lic affirmation, the most basic of all
human rights, ‘the very right to life,’
is being denied or trampled upon,
especially at the more significant
moments of existence: the moment
of birth and the moment of death.” 

Related to this, the U.S. Bishops’
Pastoral Plan for Pro-Life Activities
points out “a policy and practice
that result in well over a million

deaths from abortions each year
cannot but diminish respect for life
in other areas.” 

Having degraded the inherent
value of human life through abor-
tion, we are now seeing life degrad-
ed in the elderly and terminally ill;
immigrants are viewed more as a
“problem to be dealt with” than
human beings; and international
refugees — fleeing starvation and
death — are equally dismissed.

Again, we who participated in the
annual conference were reminded
that the starting point to turn the
tide in our culture involves each of
us using our voice to speak the
truth. Abortion needs to come out
of the shadows. When made clear
by us, the facts related to abortion
will themselves move people to the
truth. Ambivalence can be moved to
zeal and activity. Lives will be saved
and life will triumph. But it must
begin with each of us.
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Our pro-life work must begin with each of us
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Pilgrimage
to Italy

with Bishop Edward Weisenburger
October 22-31, 2015

Featuring Rome, Siena, Assisi and Orvieto

Inclusive Features
• Round trip economy
class transportation of
scheduled airlines from
Wichita.

• Airport transfers including
baggage handling.

• First class hotel lodging.

• Continental buffet
breakfast daily.

• Hosted dinners as
described in the brochure.
One farewell dinner at a
local restaurant.

• Daily Mass.

• The Vatican Museums
and the Sistine Chapel.

• Scavi and catacombs
tours.

• Guided sightseeing as
detailed in the program.

• Transportation by
private deluxe motor
coach.

• Tours of Sienna, Assisi,
Orvieto and Rome.

• General papal audience.

• Escorted throughout.

Priority will be given to registered members of the Catholic Diocese of Salina
For more information visit salinadiocese.org

or contact Syndi Larez at (785) 827-8746 or syndi.larez@salinadiocese.org

ONLY
 TWO SEA

TS RE
MAIN!

The pilgrimage to Italy with
Bishop Weisenburger and
Father Gale Hammerschmidt is
almost at capacity. This 10-day
pilgrimage
will take you
to the cities
of Siena,
Assisi, Orvi-
eto and
Rome. This
pilgrimage
is unique;
not only will
we be able
to participate
in Mass
every day at
a few of the
most sacred
places,
including
the tomb of
St. Peter, but
we will be on pilgrimage with
the shepherd of our diocese.
We will see the beautiful works
of Michelangelo in the Sistine
Chapel and be in attendance at
Pope Francis’ audience on Oct.
28. For more information,
please visit our website at 
salinadiocese.org or contact
Syndi Larez, director of stew-
ardship and development for
the diocese, (785) 827-8746.

Bishop
Weisenburger

Father
Hammerschmidt

By The Register

SALINA — Parishioners of
the Diocese of Salina have
three ways to take part in
activities surrounding the
anniversary of the Roe. v.
Wade Supreme Court deci-
sion that legalized abortion.

The annual March for
Life is Jan. 22 in Washing-
ton. The Salina Diocese’s
Office of Respect Life again
will offer a bus trip to
Washington that departs
Jan. 20 and returns Jan. 24. 

The cost, including bus
fare and hotel room for two
nights, is $325. Additional
fees are required to attend
the “Life Is Very Good” ral-
lies in Fairfax, Va.

Reservations and a $50
non-refundable deposit are
required by Oct. 1. To regis-
ter, go to salinadiocese.org/
respect-life or obtain a flyer
from your parish. For more
information, contact Eric
and Jaclyn Brown, (785)
650-2474 or (785) 639-
1979, or email respectlife@
salinadiocese.org.

A PRIVATE TRIP BY AIR is
offered by Canterbury Pil-
grimages and Tours. Travel-
ers would depart Jan. 21
from Kansas City Interna-
tional Airport and return
Jan. 24. Round-trip airfare,
some meals, motor coach
transportation and sightsee-
ing options will cost $1,245

for a single occupancy room,
$1,095 for double, $1,045 for
triple and $995 each for four
persons. There is a $450
deposit per person required,
with final payment due 75
days prior to departure. The
trip is not affiliated with the
Salina Diocese, and reserva-
tions must be made directly
with Canterbury Pilgrim-
ages, canterbury 
pilgrimages.com. 

Call (800) 653-0017 or
email reservations@
canterburypilgrimages.com
and reference pilgrimage
code MFL2016SALINA.

EACH YEAR, Kansans For
Life host a Rally for Life in
Topeka, and the Office of
Respect Life has organized a
bus trip.

Departure on Jan. 22 will
be 3 a.m. from Colby, 5 a.m.
from Hays, 6:30 a.m. from
Salina and 7:30 a.m. from
Junction City. 

The cost of $70 includes
bus fare, continental bagged
breakfast in Salina, a tour of
the state capitol and other
sightseeing. After Nov. 20,
the cost is $75. Final pay-
ment deadline is Dec. 11. A
$25 non-refundable deposit
is due by Nov. 20. Reserve
online at salinadiocese.org/
respect-life. 

For more information
contact Kathy Martin at
(785) 463-5463 or email
martinkathy@yahoo.com.

Respect Life lines up
trips to Washington,
Topeka in January

LEFT: Bishop Weisenburger and Deacon Chad Stramel practice skills taught by Justice for All. RIGHT: Jaclyn and Eric Brown
(at left and right) with Justice for All representatives Stephen Wagner, Tammy Cook and Rebecca Haschke.




