
Our team was nearing the end of our second day of outreach at 
Grand Valley State University.  While the team started taking 
everything down, I remained available for conversations.  

About this time, a student I’ll call “Henry” walked by our 
exhibit.  I asked him if he had time to share his thoughts on the 
issue of abortion.  

Henry replied that he was on his way to class and could not talk. 
Then a minute later, he turned around and said, “Actually, I have a 
few minutes to talk.”  Our conversation went something like this:  

Andrea: Okay, awesome.  Do you think abortion should be 
legal or illegal? 

Henry: I think it should be legal mainly for cases like rape, 
health of the baby, and life of the mother.  

Andrea: Those are all hard cases for sure.  Rape is such a 
horrific thing.  Even if the woman does not get pregnant, it 
is still a traumatic experience.  Then if the woman gets 
pregnant, things get even more complicated.  

Rather than jumping right into challenging Henry on his 
viewpoint, I was taking the time to slow down and show 
compassion for people who have been raped.  Pro-choice and 
pro-life people all agree that rape is horrific, and it is helpful to find 
that common ground in our conversations.  After spending a few 
minutes meeting the relational challenge inherent in discussing the 
topic of rape by acknowledging how difficult that situation is, I 
went on to intellectually respond to the questions he raised.  

Andrea: For these specific circumstances that you 
mentioned, do you think abortions should be legal for all 
 nine months of pregnancy or for a certain period of time?  

Henry: Definitely a certain period of time.  I believe the 
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unborn are living human beings, so abortion should be
 legal for only the first trimester.  

Andrea: Okay.  Do you know anyone who has been 
affected by rape? 

Henry: No, I do not.  I just know it happens. 

Andrea: Yeah, for sure.  Here’s one way I look at it. 
Imagine there are two women who have been violated 
 through rape.  Both women have gotten pregnant.  
One of the women has given birth to her son.  He is 
two months old now.  The other woman is two 
months pregnant.  If I asked you if both women have 
the right to kill their child, I think you would say no.   

Henry: Right!  Of course the woman with the 
two-month-old should not be able to kill her child.  

Andrea: I totally agree.  If the unborn are human 
 beings like the two-month-old, then we should protect 
the unborn even if they came about through rape, 
right?  

Henry: You made a good point there!  That makes 
sense.  And why should the unborn be punished for 
the wrong that was committed?  

Andrea: I agree. 

Henry: Abortion should only be legal for the health of 
the baby and the life of the mother.  

I addressed these issues, and by the end of the discussion, 
Henry responded: 

Henry: Wow!  Those are good points.  This has given 
me a lot to think about. 

Before Henry left for class, he thanked me for the 
conversation.  I could tell that God was working in his life.  
Henry realized that since the unborn are living human beings, 
they should be protected even if they may not live very long or if they were conceived through rape.  
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