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I think the conversation lasted for about three hours.  It 
all began when a student stopped to talk at our intern Alora 
and my daughter Elsie who were stationed near our poll table 
at the University of New Mexico (UNM) in March.  The 
young man with a skateboard wanted to know why they were 
hurting women.  So I spoke up and said, òIõm the Director of 
the organization, so Iõm happy to talk to you.ó  Well, based on 
what followed, Iõm not sure he was happy to talk to me.  He 
proceeded to tell me what I believed and all about views I 
held...that I donõt actually hold.  When I attempted to answer 
a question he asked, I barely had three words out before he 
would cut me off.  It was ugly. 

I was in my element, though.  A crowd began to form, 
made up of JFA volunteers and UNM passersby.  Soon a 
shorter female student with bright pink hair stepped up and 
said she wanted a turn.  Evidently I was either a sounding 
board or a punching bag for each of these students to share 
their thoughts.  I carefully listened, and I worked hard to live 
out the tools we had been training our volunteers to 
exemplify: listening to understand, asking questions with an 
open heart, and finding common ground when possible. 

Soon a student named Kayla confidently joined the 
conversation, and the large crowd continued to listen for 
awhile before our volunteers did what I had hoped they 
would do ð turn to their neighbors and ask what they thought.  
Kayla and I and a few others ended up in a smaller circle 
continuing to dialogue.   

Thatõs when a UNM student Iõll call Matthew joined our 
conversation.  Matthew was very intelligent, very conservative, 
and very confident.  If I remember correctly, he also said he 
was a Christian.  As I listened to the conversation between Kayla and Matthew, I became concerned.  When Kayla 
mentioned women who were raped, Matthew quickly pointed out that only 1.5% of abortions happen due to rape.  I 
donõt remember each of the next exchanges, but they all followed a familiar pattern: Kayla would share something 
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Maya (center left) and Steve (center right) talk to 
Kayla (hidden) and other students at UNM. 

At University of New Mexico (UNM) in early March, 
a crowd formed as Steve  (center right) engaged a 

heated skateboarder in dialogue. 

https://jfaweb.org/donate

